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KEYWORDS: Shangshan Culture
peaked Oryza-type Phytolith

Phytolith Analysis

Oryza-type Bulliform Phytolith ~ Double-

Rice Domestication

ABSTRACT: Since its discovery, the Shangshan culture has drawn much attention from researchers from

various perspectives, including the study of archaeological cultures and settlement patterns, craft production,

and the subsistence economy. Despite a limited occurrence of macro-botanical remains, phytolith analysis has

advanced the study of the Shangshan culture, especially as regards determining the extent of rice cultivation and

domestication. However, in the years since phytolith analysis began in earnest, some analytical problems have

also arisen. For example, samples from essentially the same source yield different results, and inconsistent degrees

of rice domestication are represented by different rice phytoliths. By reviewing rice phytolith research from

the Shangshan culture, this study proposes that: scientific source sampling should be the basis and premise of

subsequent research; standardized experimental procedures with open access constitute an effective guarantee for

solid comparative research; the specific impact of differentiated statistical data is still unknown; the effectiveness

of using phytoliths to determine the degree of rice domestication awaits further investigation.
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