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Abstract: After the period of phase I of Yinxu, the Shang dynasty constructed two north-south
defensive lines in Southern Shanxi Basin and southeastern Shanxi area for the safety of its western
border. The confrontation between the eastern and western regions thereafter developed in different
times. The front of this confrontation was mostly in Southern Shanxi Basin and its vicinity. The
settlements on the line were defensive fortresses or bases for attacks during wartime, and worked
as trading posts in the time of peace. The relationship between the Shang dynasty and its affiliated
forces, Lijiaya culture and the Xitu(western region) hierarchy constantly changed through the time.
In the early period of late Shang dynasty, Lijiaya culture became its major threat. However, by the
end of the Shang dynasty, the Lijiaya force may have allied with Shang; meanwhile, Xitu hierarchy
lead by the Zhou people of Ji clan expanded eastward, destroyed the longest-lasting defensive line in
the Southern Shanxi Basin and attacked the line along Taihang Moutains in southeastern Shanxi. The
eastern-western confrontation finally ended after Zhou people conquered Shang capital.
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