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Copper Metallurgy Remains  Erlitou Culture

ABSTRACT: A series of excavations were conducted at Xiwubi site during the 2018-2019 season, yielding

abundant copper metallurgy remains dating to the Erlitou and Erligang cultural periods. Archaeological features

include remains of smelting furnaces, charcoal kilns, houses and midden pits. A variety of artifacts were retrieved,

ranging from copper ores, fragments of smelting furnaces, crucibles, and slag to objects made of pottery, stone

and bone. It is the first copper metallurgy site found in the Zhongtiao Mountains in the vicinity of the heartland

of the Xia and Shang dynasties. Characterized by early dates, large scale, and advanced specialization in copper

metallurgy, the Xiwubi site excavation provides substantial materials for the study of mining and use of copper

ore resources by the Xia and Shang dynasties, as well as interactions between copper metallurgy and the fate of

the royal courts.
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