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Excavation Report of the Eastern Area of Zhoujiazhuang Site in
Jiang County of Shanxi Province in the Autumn of 2017
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Abstract: In the autumn of 2017, the National Museum of China and other institutions revealed rich
heritage of prehistoric and Xia, Shang and Zhou periods at the Zhoujiazhuang site. This paper briefly
introduces the ruins and relics of the Longshan period and the late Shang Dynasty in the eastern
part of the excavation site, determines the age and cultural nature of the unearthed objects, and
briefly discusses related academic issues. The excavated Longshan relics enrich the archaeological
and cultural chronicles of the site, and provide new materials for academic researches such as the
functional zoning and the layout of settlements at that time. Both residential sites and tomb sites of
the late Shang Dynasty were excavated, indicating the existence of a late Shang Dynasty community
with relatively complete facilities at the Zhoujiazhuang site. Although only a few late Shang tombs
were cleared at the year, funerary objects and related burial customs suggest that the tombs are
highly consistent with the ones of the same level in Anyang Yinxu. The late Shang Dynasty remains
in southern Shanxi and western Henan are scarce. Hence the discovery of the late Shang Dynasty
Zhoujiazhuang site is of important academic significance and provides rare material information
to explore the late Shang archaeological cultural pedigree in southern Shanxi and even the central
plains, and its relationship with other archaeological cultures.
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